518                SCIPIO DEFEATS HASDRUBAL.

bal fought defensively, in a strong position on an eminence
difficult of access. Scipio attacked him stoutly in front, and
created a lively diversion on both his flanks. Despite his
position, Hasdrubal's army was badly beaten, as the Eomans
claimed, with a loss of eight thousand killed and twelve thou-
sand captured. With the remnants of his force, army-chest,
elephants and best troops, Hasdrubal withdrew behind the
Tagus. This retreat was well-managed, if his defeat was as
serious as claimed by X<ivy, As there seemed small prospect
of holding Spain, Hasdrubal now concluded to march to Italy.

It was arranged that on his leaving, Hasdrubal, son of
Gisgo, should retire into Lusitania, and avoid all conflict
with Scipio; that Masinissa should patrol southern Iberia
with three thousand horse, and that Mago should go to the
Balearic Islands to recruit and from there endeavor to ship
his forces to Italy, should this prove advisable. Hasdrubal
himself, after filling up the gaps in his ranks as well as he
might with such men as the few remaining Spanish allies
could furnish him, finally made his arrangements to move
through Gaul. It was several years too late.

The Eomans might properly be disappointed with the re-
sult of this year's campaign. They had, to be sure, recovered
Tarentum, but they had by no means accomplished results
commensurate with the force they had in the field. Mar-
cellus, against whom the largest amount of criticism was
launched, defended himself by claiming that no Roman gen-
eral had yet defeated Hannibal in the open field, and he at
least had more than once been bold enough to fight him. He
did not in his defense assert that he had beaten Hannibal,
though Marcellus was not noted for modesty. He claimed
that he had fought him on many occasions and had come out
of the fray without losing his army. This indeed was, in
view of the Roman experience in this war, a sufficient plea.t the townsh,at)s now tho most important objective of tho Roman arms*us continued
